Problem Solving Techniques
Students have cards with words and phrases that tell them to add and subtract. (Info. also in class work books.)

Step I:  Using a crayon (any colour) circle any key or important math words or phrases. 
Step II:  Using a different colour crayon. Underline the question to be answered.

Step III:  Cross out words that are not necessary to solving the problem.  (I don’t usually allow students to do this step) as it might get them confused.
Example of using technique:
Word Problem:
Twelve charts were placed in the classroom 6 were blue and 6 were yellow.  2 blue charts 

were taken down.  How many blue charts were left?

Step 1:  Circle -  6,  2  and how many.
Step 2:  Underline how many blue charts were left?

Step 3:  Everything else would be crossed out but I do not do step 3 as I think it will be 

              too confusing for the children.  However, I ask the children orally the words      
  
  that should be crossed out. 

Step 4:  Children will now set out problem and solve it.

                                        Tens                 Ones

                                           0                        6

                                 -        0                         2

                                  ________________________

                                                                      4               blue charts were left.

                                   =====================

