INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM

Grades 1 – 6

Grade 1 – Overall Theme – Who am I?

Term 1
-
Pupils consider themselves, their feelings and capabilities, their physical and social environments at home and at school.

Term 2
-
Pupils concentrate on the home environment and the activities of their families.

Term 3
-
Pupils explore similarities and differences between their own families and other families in Jamaica today, in other parts of the world and in the past.

Grade 2 – Overall Theme – The Family in the Community
Term 1
-
Pupils identify the basic needs of their families and look at ways and means of satisfying the needs.

Term 2
-
Explore the concepts Service and examine the contribution made by the people of their community” who serve them.
Term 3
-
The first half of the term is devoted to the concept “Work and Money” – how people use money for which they work to buy goods and services which they need.  

In the second half of the term pupils look at changes in their community.  These are highlighted in an exhibition at the end of term.

Grade 3 – Overall Theme – People outside our Community

During this period pupils’ horizons are expanded as they explore some of the links between people in their own community and people elsewhere in Jamaica and in other parts of the world.  Pupils should be provided with opportunities to develop their map-reading skills and encouragement for their appreciation for the usefulness of them.

Term 1
-
Investigate activities of workers from other Jamaican communities, and see how activities of workers from other Jamaican communities help to provide food, clothing, transportation and communication for their own community.

Term 2
-
Pupils will examine some of the physical, social and economic and cultural aspects of another Jamaican community and identify the communication links between the other community and theirs.

Term 3
-
The study moves outside Jamaica to Guyana and the USA as pupils explore the activities of a Guyanese rice-grower and a Minnesota soya bean farmer, and then they trace the ways by which produce from these farmers reaches their own community.  Pupils will also examine the concept interdependence which permeates the year’s work.

Grade 4 – Overall Theme – Our Island Nation
Term 1
-
Pupils explore their parish – locate it on the map of Jamaica, observe its physical features in the field, learn the symbols used to indicate these features on a map, investigate the variety of people in the parish, and study the activities of its farmers.
Term 2
-
Investigate provision of some basic necessities in Jamaica (food, water, shelter) evaluate their use, and decide to use their conclusions as a future action.

Term 3 
-
A study of Jamaica’s towns, National Heroes, symbols and national activities in religion, sports and ‘festival’.  For their investigation of physical, social and cultural aspects of the Jamaican environment, the pupils should be encourages and are expected to use a wide variety of sources of information, as well as to begin learning to assess their accuracy and adequacy.

The two major attitudinal goals for the year are:

1) Pupils will begin to systematically develop open-mindedness, flexibility and tolerance, through their realization that there are many different ways of doing things.

2)
For pupils to develop a feeling of sharing a common identity with all Jamaicans.

Grade 5 – Overall Theme – Our Neighbors around the Caribbean

“Caribbean” meaning all the islands which surround the Caribbean Sea and those in South America with which we have cultural and political ties.

There are five units which should last for the year.  Teachers should examine each unit carefully and then plan individual lessons.  Each unit contains material for several lessons.  For example, unit four if properly done, can last for a whole term.  The division of the units into three terms is only for layout purposes.  The teacher is expected to make the divisions where necessary.

Unit 1
-
Explores the concept “neighbor”.

Unit 2
-
Pupils look at the physical make up of the area that is called the Caribbean Region and begin to see the Caribbean as a “melting pot” of many cultures.
Unit 3
-
Explores the similarities and differences between Caribbean countries.

Unit 4
-
How Caribbean people live.

Unit 5
-
Pupils identify linkages, similarities and differences between Caribbean people

Grade 6 – Overall Theme – Our World

The first four units of the syllabus focus on the physical aspects of the earth and some of the concepts scientists use to describe and explain the natural conditions of our world.

Unit 1
-
Pupils study the earth as part of the solar system.
Unit 2
-
They study the physical features of the earth (continents, oceans, landforms, rivers, etc) and consider the importance of the atmosphere to plants and animal life.
Unit 3
-
Examine the rotation and revolution of the earth, and introduction of lines of latitude and longitude, concepts invented by scientists as means of precisely locating places on earth, and explaining variations in time, night and day, and the seasons.

Unit 4
-
The study of weather and climate.  In this unit pupils will observe the weather and climate and learn how to measure or estimate its elements, as well as study the boundaries, and main characteristics of the climatic zones of the world.

Unit 5
-
 Investigate the way people live and make their living in various climatic zones; and explore the influence of natural conditions and of culture on variations in the way people meet their basic needs.

The year’s work ends with an exhibition of life in countries with various climates.  Pupils will use this display as a source of information for testing hypotheses on relationships between natural conditions and human activities.

The major source of information of this year’s work is graphic materials.  Pupils are provided with numerous opportunities to develop and practice the skills of reading and interpreting maps, globes, diagrams and pictures – particular emphasis is laid on map-reading skills.
Another feature of the year’s work is its potential as a vehicle for integration with other subject areas.  The learning activities include mathematical computation, creative expression and the development of concepts from geometry and science.

Teachers should remember that social studies lessons should do more that teaching facts about basic human activities.  They should guide pupils to an understanding of how people relate to their social and physical environments.  Furthermore, the learning experiences and classroom atmosphere of social studies lessons should help pupils to feel valued and valuable; to master communication skills and to learn how to think, to discuss, to weigh evidence, to draw conclusions and to solve problems creatively.
Social studies should help pupils to develop sensitivity in their relationships with other people, to acquire needed skills for recognizing and evaluating attitudes and values, to accept responsibility and to hold their own in the society in which they are growing up.

Some social studies objectives for Grade 6

· Read and interpret graphic materials – globe, map, etc.

· Conduct research on the sun and on each planet and deduce which is hottest/coldest and give reasons.

· Identify, name and list the planets in order of distance from the sun.

· Describe the shape of the earth and the other planets

· Explain the difference between planet, moon and star.

· Name and identify the oceans.

· Name and identify the large rivers of the world at least one on each continent.

· Draw a diagram to illustrate latitude, longitude, rotation – day and night, revolution and the seasons.

· Locate places on the earth’s surface, given their latitude and longitude.

· Define the use of the concept – hemisphere, latitude, longitude, location, rotation, revolution, axis, great circle, parallel, dawn, twilight.

· List at least two properties of lines of latitude and at least three properties of the lines of longitude.

· Name and locate important lines of longitude and latitude.

· Demonstrate their understanding of the fact that rotation causes day and night and that revolution and the tilt of the axis cause the seasons and variations in the length of day and night.

· Identify the hemispheres of the world – half of the world is called a hemisphere.

· Write a definition of the concepts weather and climate.

· Give the term for the scientist who studies weather and list five elements of weather.

· Name the instruments used to measure the elements of weather.

· Explain how latitude affects climate.

· Name and identify on a diagram the climatic zones of the world.

· Name the climatic zone in which Jamaica is located.

· Identify at least one country in each climatic zone.

· Describe the physical features and climate of a given region
· Describe the location of a given region  of the world and slate its position in relation to Jamaica (use of atlas)

· Compare the physical features and climate of any region with the physical features and climate of Jamaica.

· Display willingness to share the responsibility of taking care of our world.

· Appreciate the value of social studies for understanding the world in which we live.
· Read and interpret graphic materials such as charts, graphs, pictures.

· Show tolerance, respect and understanding for other people’s way of life.

· Describe the way people live and make their living in different climatic zones.
